	Campus Visits are a Must
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Once you have made the decision that a college education is important to you, conferences with your guidance counselor, reading college catalogues, talking to college representatives, friends and parents are all necessary to aid you in choosing a college. However, helpful as all of these procedures are, they cannot tell you everything you need to know before you choose the college which is appropriate for you. This becomes a personal matter, involving your reactions to facilities, physical setting, student attitudes and general atmosphere in which you believe you can function effectively.

When to Visit
The visits to several college campuses will assist you greatly in making your final decision, but they must be well-planned. Usually spring of the junior year, the summer preceding the senior year and early fall of the senior year seem to be the best times for visits – especially so when classes are in session. By that time, you should have made a list of colleges which appear to satisfy your criteria – in terms of academic programs, geographic location, housing, size and costs. You should also have discussed with your counselor your scholastic standing, special interests and general requirements for admission to various types of institutions, as well as requirements for special programs such as Engineering, Architecture, Nursing, Physical Therapy, etc. General information regarding specific colleges can be obtained from a reading of the catalogs which are usually available to you in the guidance office or library.
All colleges have “Open House”/ “Campus Visit” days. Call colleges in which you are interested to find out dates or check the special “Open House” bulletin board in Guidance, on which is posted “Open House” information sent to us by colleges. The programs on these days are designed for prospective students and their parents and usually include campus tours and information sessions. If you want to arrange a personal interview or a visit during the summer, call the college admissions office several weeks ahead of time.


How to Prepare for the Visit
1 - Learn as much as you can before your visit from brochures, catalogues and web site so that you don’t ask questions that are answered in the literature. 
2 - Bring an unofficial copy of your transcript. Be prepared to discuss your grades and test scores
3 - Dress appropriately – no jeans, T-shirts or sneakers. Clean and neat!
4. Arrange for a personal interview. Although personal interviews are not often required for admission, the opportunity of talking to an admissions officer can be mutually helpful to you, the student, who will have questions that are not answered in the catalog and to the college interviewer who will get to know you as an individual. In some colleges, group interviews are conducted. These, too, can be helpful, since opportunities are provided to ask questions. Be prepared to answer questions. Know why you want to attend the college: your interests, extra-curricular activity(ies) you enjoy, academic subjects that interest you the most, planned course of study, future plans etc. If you do not have a specific major in mind, say so. College courses will help you decide.

A: Interview Tips

1 - Sit up straight and keep eye contact. Be friendly and positive  

2 - Try to avoid “yes” and “no” answers.

3 - Ask good questions

4 – At the conclusion of the interview:

a) Thank the interviewer

b) Ask for his/her business card

c) Send a short, well tough out thank you note


5. Prepare a personal resume (typed) which you can present to the interviewer. Have a separate copy for each college you plan to visit. Your resume should include the following items:
A. Your name, address, high school and grade level.
B. A list of the courses you have taken in grades 9, 10 and 11, and your final marks. Include Regents examination grades where applicable.
C. Record the results of the PSAT/NMSQT, CEEB, SAT I and SAT II Subject Tests and/or ACT and the dates you took them.
D. List the more significant extracurricular activities you have pursued since ninth grade – both in school and community.
E. List your special interests and the length of time you have devoted to them.
F. Note any work experience you have had.
G. Include any honors or awards you have received. These may have been in school or community.
On the basis of this information, the interviewer can usually tell you whether an application to his institution is reasonable.

What to Do When You Reach Campus
1. Carry a small notebook in which you can list the questions you have and also record your own observations. Some of your questions might be:
A. Are there educational opportunities off-campus such as courses at neighboring colleges, study abroad, internships for special majors such as Business, Psychology, Sociology, etc.?
B. What type of housing is available to freshmen? Are there co-ed dorms or single-sex units? How are roommates selected?
C. If there are fraternities and sororities on campus, how important is membership in them to the social life on campus? Do these organizations have separate houses?
D. Do all students eat in the college cafeteria? Is there a meal plan?
E. If you will require financial assistance for your education, what kind of financial-aid program does the college have? How do you apply for aid? Are freshmen allowed to work? Is there a work-study program?
F. What kinds of special services are available to students? Health? Psychological? Educational and vocational? Placement?
G. How “wired” is the campus? How many computers are available for student use? Are computing facilities open 24/7? Are students required to bring computers to campus; is the purchase of a laptop required?
H. Are the facilities and grounds in good condition? Is the college in or near a city? Do most students remain on campus for the weekend? Are there interesting activities and what are they? A visit to the student center and reading the college newspaper and bulletin boards will answer many of your questions about the social life of the college. Is the campus guide excited about the college? What does he/she like or not like about the college?
2. If possible, try to visit a class or two – especially one in your area of interest. Do classes tend to be large lectures or small sections or a combination of both? Who teaches freshman courses – graduate students or professors?
3. Try to speak to students on campus. What do they like about the college and what don’t they like? 
4. Attempt to find out both from students and the admissions counselor what the academic pressures are on campus.
5. Plan also to bring a camera with you. A few pictures from each college you visit will help you remember the visit.

If your visit has been a productive one, you will be in a better position to decide whether a particular college is right for you.
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