GLOSSARY OF COLLEGE TERMS

ACCREDITATION

Recognition by an accrediting organization or agency that a college meets certain acceptable standards in its educational programs, services, and facilities.  Regional accreditation applies to a college as a whole and not to any particular course of study.  Specialized accreditation of specified types of schools, such as Bible colleges or trade and technical schools, may also be determined by a national organization.  Accreditation by regional accrediting associations and by national accrediting organizations is included in the college descriptions. Information about accreditation is from Accredited Institutions of Postsecondary Accreditation, published by the American Council on Education.

ACT

A college admissions test of the American College Testing Program that is given at test centers in the United States and other countries on specified dates throughout the year.  It includes tests in English usage, mathematics, reading and science reasoning.  The ACT composite score referred to in some college descriptions is the average students’ scores on these four tests.

ADMISSION RATE

The percentage of applicants accepted can give you some idea of a college’s selectivity.  At the undergraduate level, more than 90 percent of colleges admit more than 50 percent of their applicants.  Open admission colleges accept virtually all applicants with a high school diploma or the equivalent.  Colleges that require specific academic or personal qualifications are considered selective; those that accept fewer than half their applicants are considered competitive.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT  (A.P.)

Examinations given in high schools for which students sign up and pay.  Grades are on a scale of 1 to 5.  Scores of 5 and 4 can give credit and advanced standing at many colleges.
ASSOCIATE DEGREE

A degree usually completed in two years (of full-time study) and offered at two-year colleges and many four-year colleges.  There are two types of associate degree programs.  Some prepare you to enter the workforce after receiving the degree.  “Transfer” or “college-parallel” programs provide two years of general education and prepare you to transfer to a bachelor’s degree program.

BACHELOR’S DEGREE

A degree that usually requires four years of undergraduate full-time study.  Some fields, such as architecture and engineering, may require five years of study.  Much of the education at the bachelor’s level is of a general nature, and includes courses in the arts, humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences.

CALENDAR PLAN

Describes the number and length of terms per year: semester (two terms), trimester (three terms), quarter (four terms, one-month summer session), and various plans such as “4-1-4”, (meaning a four-month term, followed by a one-month term, followed by another four-month term), etc. 
CANDIDATES REPLY DATE AGREEMENT (CRDA)

A college subscribing to this agreement does not require applicants who are accepted as freshmen to notify the college of their decision to attend before May 1 of the year of attendance.  The purpose is to give applicants time to hear from all the colleges to which they applied before having to make a commitment to any one of them.

CLOSING DATE
The latest date that a college will accept an application for admission or Financial Aid.  Many colleges have priority dates that are much earlier that the closing date; often classes are filled and all financial aid awarded by the earlier dates.

COMBINED BACHELOR’S/GRADUATE DEGREE
A program in which students complete a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree or 

first professional degree in less than the usual amount of time.  In most programs, students apply to the graduate program during their first three years of undergraduate  study, and begin the graduate program in their fourth year of college.  Successful completion results in awarding of both bachelor’s and graduate degrees.  At some colleges, this option is called a joint degree program.

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

Programs for undergraduates in which a student alternates between periods of full-time study and full-time employment in a related field.  Students are paid for their work at the prevailing rate.  Typically, five years are required to complete a bachelor’s degree under the cooperative plan, but graduates have the advantage of having a year’s practical work experience in addition to their studies.
DEFERMENT

A policy by which a college will allow you to defer your enrollment for one year.  If you notify them accordingly, reserve a space with a tuition deposit, and do not use the year for academic study elsewhere.
EARLY ACTION

Students who apply under a college’s early action plan receive a decision earlier than the standard response date but are not required to enroll at that college or to make a deposit prior to the college’s regular reply date.

EARLY ADMISSION

The practice in some colleges of admitting students for full-time enrollment who have not completed four years of high school.  These are usually students who have demonstrated exceptional ability and who have completed their junior year of high school.

EARLY DECISION

Students who apply under early decision commit to enroll at the college if admitted and offered a satisfactory financial aid package. Application deadlines are usually in November or December with a mid-to-late December notification date.  Some colleges have two rounds of early decision.

EARLY DECISION PLAN (EDP-F, EDP-S)

Colleges that subscribe to these plans agree to follow a common schedule for early decision applicants.  Students applying under the first-choice plan (EDP-F) must withdraw applications from all other colleges as soon as they are notified of acceptance by their first-choice college.  Students applying under the single-choice plan (EDP-S) may not apply to any colleges other than their first choice unless they are rejected by that institution.  If a college follows either type of plan, applications (including financial aid applications) must be received by a date no later than November 15.  The college agrees to notify the applicant by a date no later than December 15.

GPA
Grade Point Average; numerical average of accumulated grades.
INTERDISCIPLINARY

Refers to programs or courses that use knowledge from several academic disciplines,

such as a combination of biology and physical sciences, or of engineering and business.

LIBERAL ARTS AND CAREER COMBINATION
A program in which a student completes two or three years of study in a liberal arts field, followed by two or three years of professional/technical study (for example, engineering or forestry).  The student is awarded the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees.  These are often referred to as 2+3 or 3+2 programs.

LIBERAL ARTS COURSES
Courses within the broad areas of letters/literature, philosophy, history, foreign languages, social sciences, and natural sciences that are intended to provide general knowledge.

MAJOR

A major is a concentration of courses in a specific area of study.  Students declare a major after taking general courses in their first years of college.  

NCAA
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is an organization of over 1,000 universities, colleges, and educational athletic groups.  This organization has 84 committees that regulate and administer intercollegiate athletics.  They provide statistics; publish books, records, and rules; and produce films about men’s and women’s college sports.

PRIORITY DATE

Colleges set priority dates in advance of closing dates and begin to make decisions on  applications for admission or financial aid forms received by that date.  To improve your chances of getting admitted or receiving aid, submit your application by the 

priority date.

PSAT

A test available at high schools to give students preparation for SAT’s.  Test score results determine National Merit Awards.  Must be taken junior year for National Merit consideration.
RECOMMENDATION

Evaluations by teachers, counselors, etc., which are an important part of the admission decision.

ROLLING ADMISSION
An admission procedure in which the college considers every student’s application as soon as all the required application information is received.  The college usually notifies applicants of its decision immediately.

SAT I

The College Board’s test of verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities is called the SAT I.  It is given throughout the year at test centers in the United States and other countries.  Students receive a mathematical score and a verbal score, both on a scale of 200 to 800.

SAT I/ACT SCORES

Scores on the SAT I or ACT are important factors used by colleges to evaluate applicants for admission and placement.

SAT II:  SUBJECT TESTS

College Board’s test in specific secondary school subjects given at test centers in the United States and other countries throughout the year.  These tests are used by colleges not only to help decide which students are admitted, but are also used for course placement.  (They were formerly called Achievement Tests.)

TOEFL

Test of English as a Foreign Language.  Required to be taken by foreign students who are overseas at the time they apply. Taken by students in U.S. for whom English is not a native language.  
WAITING LIST

A list of candidates – some of whom may be admitted later than at the usual time.  Notification by admissions office.
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